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NEWS RELEASE
SERVICES SLATED FOR BROTHER TODD RIDDER, S.M.,
UD MUSIC FACULTY MEMBER, DEAD AT 53
DAYTON, Ohio- Brother Todd Ridder, S.M., 53, assistant professor of music at the
University of Dayton, died suddenly Thursday, Sept. 14, in the University house he shared with
three other members of his Society of Mary religious community.
A 1969 UD graduate, Ridder returned to his alma mater as a member of the faculty in
1993. He coordinated the church music certification program at UD and acted as coordinator for
the music computer lab.
"He was such a high-energy person," said the Rev. Gerald Chinchar, S.M., a campus
minister at UD and housemate of Ridder's. "He was enthused about everything he did, and he
was the brainstormer behind so many efforts. He loved chant and plainsong, and he founded
the Schola Cantorum Daytoniensis with faculty members here and from the community. He did
quality work in everything he did. This is a real shock."
The singers in Schola Cantorum Daytoniensis, which translates from Latin to "a group of
singers from Dayton," celebrate four or five liturgies each year, including Masses and vespers,
and also perform concerts and medieval liturgical dramas. To Ridder, it was more than a
musical activity. "It's a nourishing activity, spiritually," he said in 1999. "We all enjoy the
singing, but it also hits a different part of the psyche. It deepens the opportunity for prayer,
both for the singers and for those who attend the services."
Ridder was a leader in bringing the tools of technology to the music department, said
Richard Benedum, chair. "He was in general very concerned about technology and learning and
teaching, and he reached out to form something of a coalition among church musicians in the
Miami Valley, among Catholic educators and especially Catholic music educators.
"Probably the single most important thing about Todd was that he was continuously
available to students. He worked a lot in his office in the evenings and on the weekends, so he
became a confidant for students," Benedum said.
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Born May 4, 1947, Ridder was a native of Youngstown. He took first vows as a Marianist
Aug. 22, 1966, and final vows Aug. 27,1972.
He taught music history and literature at UD, was an adjunct faculty member at United
Theological Seminary and taught at Chaminade-Julienne High School from 1979 to 1987. He
earned his bachelor's degree in music from UD, master's degrees in music education from the
University of Cincinnati and pastoral theology from Loyola University of Chicago, and a
doctorate in musicology from Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C.
He served as adviser for Phi Mu Alpha, the men's music fraternity on campus, and was
a member of the cello section of the Miami Valley Symphony Orchestra and the Miami Valley
Catholic Church Musicians. He performed locally on the violoncello, viola da gamba and
sackbut. He was a member of the Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia music fraternity, the Music Educators
National Conference, the College Music Society and the American Musicological Society.
Ridder's research interests included plain chant, liturgical music, liturgical history, early
music performance and music education. In 1990 he received the Irving Lowens Award for
Musicological Research from the Capital Chapter of the American Musicological Society.
He was preceded in death by his father, Roger Carl Ridder. He is survived by his
mother, Rose Marie Ridder of Boardman Ohio; his sister and brother-in-law, Mary Kathleen and
Fredrick Posey of N. Canton, Ohio; his brothers and sisters-in-law, Geoffrey and Jill of
Evergreen, Colo., Patrick J. of Seattle, Wash., Michael C. and Kim of Claremont, Calif., and
Bryan M. of Boardman, Ohio; and nieces and nephews.
Friends may call at 6 p.m. Monday, Sept. 18, in the Queen of Apostles Chapel at Mount
St.John/Bergamo, 4435 E. Patterson Road. A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 7:30
p.m. Burial will be at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 19, in the Queen of Hearts cemetery at Mount St.
John.
Contributions in memory of Brother Todd Ridder, S.M., may be directed to the
University of Dayton, 300 College Park, Dayton, Ohio,45469-1681.
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